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On motion of Mr. Coles, Mr. Tarrant was excused from af-
tendance on the Iouse to-day, on account of indispositiv .;, -
~ On notion of Mr, Patrick, Mr. Russell was excused from at-
tendance on the Ilouse to-day, on account of indisposition. Y

Mr. Hamilton presented the petition of Stephen Ptatﬁ'éﬁ
praying relief; referred to the Judiciary committee. |
- My, Stapp presented the petition of William Ruply, praying
gliﬂgi referred to the committee on Private Land Claims,

i L . ¥
_ Mr. Beyan of Brazoria presented the petition of Samuel
Visey, praying a grant of land; referred to the committee on
Private Land Claims, No, 1.

Mr. Tarver presented the petition of Thomas ITunt, praying
ﬁ""g 3 referred to the committee on Private Land Clanns,

0. 2. . okl
Mr. Hamilton presented the petitions of John II. Bostick,
Charles Marhardt, and Jacob Long, praving relief’; referred to
- the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1. Also, the peti-
tion of James B. Cassada, praying relief; referred to the com-
mittee on Pablic Debt.

Mr. Stewart presented the petitian of Alexander Eanes, pray-
ing relief'; referred to the committee on Publie Debt,

r. Bryan of Biazoria presented the petition of' Eli Dial,
praying relief;, referred to the committee on Private Land
Claims, No. 2. " .
| «  Commrrree Roox, January 18, 1853.

Hon. D. C. Dibrsox, § s
Npeaker of the Ilouse of Representatives :

The committee on the Jndiciary, to whomn was referred the
ﬁ‘etitiun of Edward P. Black, have eonsidlered the same, and
have instrueted me to report it back to the House and ask to
be discharged from the turther consideration thereof. All of
whicli is most respectfhilly subimnitted. B. E. TARVER,

Chairman.

Report received to come np in its regular order.

Comyrrree Rooy, January 18, 1853.
Hon. D. C. Dicrsox, | . 5
Speaker of the Ilouse of Representatives: .
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
tition of James McRea, have considered the same, and have
tructed me to report the accompanying bill for his relief and
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‘et,” in the spring of 1836 ; that after his release, he returned
Texas, and on t!?e, 28th day of June, 1833, he nzn{la,a.ppﬁm_iot:
to the board of land commissioners of Ilarris connty for his
“headright certificate; but owing to the neglect of the clerk of
gaid board to make an entry of the issuance of said eerﬁﬁcni’é,
be has, since the loss of saud certificate, been unable to obtain
a duplicate. 1lis application, and the action of said board of
land commissioners, will appear by reference to the book
“known as the * Lost Book ” of Harris county, a copy of which
is on file in the General Land Oftice. They find that the said
Dean has been a resident of the Republic and State of Texas,
since his em gration, to this time, and has not, as yet, recaim
the amount ot land as allowed by law. b
Your committee, therefore, do not believe that the neglect of
the clerk shonld operate to the prejudice of a person who has
suffered in the service of the country.  They thtrefore recoms
mend the passage of the fullowing hill to the favorable consid-
eration of the House. WL R EVANS, Chairman.
- Report aud bill received to come up in their regular order.

174 © ¢ Coxmrrrer Room, January 18, 1853.
Ion. D. C. Dicksox, -
; " Speaker of the House of R. presentatives : _
" The committee on Public Lands, to which was referred the
petition of Anthony Deffenbangh, praying the grant of head-
right land, have had the same nnder consideration, and find
that the petitioner emigrated to Texas in September, 1836, and
- served tur nine months in the army ; and that after his dis-
c!mrgu in June, 1837, he returned to Ohio, the place of his
previous residence, and remined there from that period until
sometime during the last year. o

This continned absenee, for so long a time. from the late Re-
ublic and State of Texas, in the opinion of yonr committee,
ebars the petitioner from now claiming the reliet he secks at
the hands of the Legislurure.  Accordingly, vour‘comuittee
respectfully ask to he discharged from the further consideration

of the petition. Al of which is respectfully submitted. |
| W.F. EVANS, Chairmen.

g s, Cosnarrer Ruos, January 18, 1853,
Hon. D. C. Dickson, / | A
| Speaker of the House of Representatires : |
The committee on Public Landg, to whom was referred a bill
to be entitled *an act to anthorize and require the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office to issue to Jawes O. Rice, or
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en wild and wilderness country; he emigrated to the State
% Coahuila and Texas, one of the States of the Lhéxi%:pighli '
of Mexico. And ever since that period he continued, thro gﬁ
~ all the transmutations to which the country has been subject, to
be an energetic and patriotic citizen of Texas—uniting his life,
his fortunes and all his interests with the fortunes and destiny
of his new and adopted country. From his first arrival in t
- country, he strongly favored the cause of freedom, Ilis stout
heart and strong arm were always enlisted in behalf of the in-
dependence of the country of his adoption. Accordingly in
1827, we find him engaged in the Fredonian war, resisting the,
encroachments of Mexican tyranny, and endeavoring to put
down Mexican misrnle. Ior Lis conduct upon that occasion,
- he was arrested by the Mexican authorities, bound in chaing
" and cast into prison. DBut his indomitable soul was not to be
intimidated by the cruel and oppressive policy exercised by.
Mexico towards him and his coadjutors in the cause of the in-
ependence of his country. True to the American spirit and
to his former predilections, in 1836, in the war of Texan inde-
endence, he is found in the ranks of the patriots aiding to roll
ama,t:dm wheel of the revolution. In that dark period of
onr history, his stout heart did not quail or falter: but by his
efforts he contributed, in no small degree, to roll back the dark
cloud of war that hung so heavily -upon our borders, Aectuated.
ﬁhg a patriotic and liberal soul, he nobly stepped forward to re-.
lieve the wants of his bleeding country, bouth by the contribu-
tions of his means and by his own personal exertious, Seeing -
his country in a destitute and almost hopeless condition, he
went to the city of New Orleans, and at his own expense,.
armed and equipped a company, and led them to Texas to ;{:{a
in the struggle for independence. And notwithstanding the
country was swrrounded with gloom and disaster on every side,
invaded by a formidable foe, and the Lone Star seemed to be
setting in seas of blood, he did not waver; but conscious that
he was engaged in a righta,ous-cﬂ:sé,hand belteving in the motto,
“improbus labor omnia vincit,” he hoped he saw in the future
a bright and glorious destiny for his country.
- When the Indians were laying waste our almost helpless
* Commanding the fires of death to light
Tue darkuoess of our scenery,” <

he led forth & company of his neighbors and countrymen, and.
- aided in driving back the savage Lordes that infested our bor-

vind















